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Its nice to see some more positivity in the local farming fraternity. Spring so far has been kind with very few weather 
events meaning lamb survival has been excellent. Hopefully this continues for the high country guys. 
Schedules are looking positive with lamb up 70cents on last year. Beef pricing is also positive with the prime cattle 
schedule more than $1/kg up on last year. With interest rates also falling, local businesses will be only too happy to 
accept the flow on effects of a successful farming sector.
The 2024 Sale Rams are looking great at 
present, they’ve just been shorn and had 
their 12 month weights taken. Next we will be 
selecting our potential sires and putting them 
through the Ramguard Eczema Programme. 
We’ve secured FE Gold status again for the 
Coopworth, Romworth and Romney Flocks. 
These will be Ramguard Tested at 0.62 – 
0.65mg/kg. The Shedding rams tested well last 
year with some Nil responses at 0.5 – 0.6mg/
kg which was a very encouraging result for 
these as there isn’t a lot of eczema tolerance 
recording within the shedding breeds.

Eating Quality
A recent topic of discussion at the Beef & Lamb Genetics 
Conference was eating quality of NZ lamb. 
Measuring eating quality traits has been difficult and has 
historically only been able to be done at the Meat processor 
with methods that destroy the cut being evaluated. Recently 
some Meat Processors have been trialling non-destructive 
equipment (hyperspectral imaging, MEQ probe) to measure 
IMF in carcase, they are in the process of validating these 
measurements. Once they can accurately identify carcasses 
with desirable traits they will target specific markets for 
premiums, and reward farmers who can supply these animals. 

Measuring IMF in live animals has only been able to be done 
via CT scanning which is not economic to do for the numbers 
needed to get usable accurate information.
Recently ultrasound has been trialled to measure IMF, once 
validated it will give us an economic way to measure the 
numbers needed for accurate information.
This is something we are interested in pursuing once validated 
as we already Eye Muscle Scan (EMA) the ram hogget’s using 
ultrasound, this will simply be another measurement taken at 
the same time.
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J & T Hickey Trust 
Charity Dog Trials
Congratulations to Ringa 
Taurerewa and his dog “Lace” 
for winning the Hinenui 
Genetics Novice section at this 
year’s Charity Dog Trials. 
1st- Ringa Taurerewa “Lace” 
2nd – Odin Bremmer “Thor” 
3rd – Ethan Sheridan “Mung” 

WormFEC Programme
This will be our third year in the WormFEC 
programme and we’re building up a good 
database within our flocks. Results are 
looking promising with us being able to 
identify some sires with good FEC indexes.
We’ll use these rams along with selected 
outside sires to progress the worm 
resistance trait within our flocks.

Understanding Ram Cards - A bit of homework for you!
SIL Dual Purpose Indexes are displayed as cents per ewe lambing with the base zero being the average performing sheep 
flock in 1995. The values and weighting on Indexes are reviewed periodically to represent current market values.


