FEGold

Leadmg facial ectema genefics

Proven Performance Genetics with Leading Facial Eczema Tolerance

It has been a pretty busy time with a lot of challenges
and changes happening here at Hinenui Genetics.

Cyclone Gabrielle caused a huge amount of damage
to the Gisborne and Hawkes Bay area with a lot of
areas remaining battered and bruised, the weather
events caused a substantial amount of damage to
both Wickham Hill and Makaretu stations with large
amounts of slips and silt damage. Fortunately, with
the wet summer that we had, there was plenty of
feed around and the ram hoggets are looking great.

Earlier in the year Hinenui Station at Muriwai was
sold with the take over being in early August. As
expected, this move proved to be quite a large task
considering the length of time Hinenui station had
been in the Teutenberg family, this is where the base
of the Hinenui Genetics flock was formed well over
50 years ago.

Ram sales this year will be based at Wickham Hill
Station in Ngatapa. Purchasing Wickham Hill station
is an exciting opportunity for us, giving us the chance
to extend our recorded flock with the extra land. Both
Wickham Hill and Makaretu Station, which is only 12
minutes up the road, run as one with both properties
running the recorded flocks. The Wickham Hill block
is situated in a very high FE area, similar to Hinenui
which suits our breeding program- really testing the
eczema tolerance of our flock!

FEC (Faecal Egg Count) testing.

Sheep Improvement Ltd (SIL) Wool Index

The Wool Index has been one of the five core Maternal you add it in or not. We have decided with the current
Worth (MW) traits that make up the overall index in which  market for wool not to add it to our overall indexes and

we select and rank our rams on. Last year SIL removed it remain MW+Meat. MW+Meat is made up of Reproduction,
from the five core traits and it is now optional whether Lamb Growth, Survival, Adult Size and Meat.




Artificial Insemination

In February we sourced some semen straws from a Shedding ram through
Genetic Gains, a company that markets and sells ram semen which have
proven genetics through SIL (Sheep Improvement Ltd). We had a crew of
vets/ vet nurses come up from Hawkes Bay who artificially inseminated
60 of our Shedder/Coopworth cross ewes with a 62% conception rate

at scanning, which is about standard for Al ewes. The lambs are just
dropping at the moment, so we are excited to see how they go.

We are really happy with how our Hinenui X (Shedder/Coopworth cross)
rams are turning out, open breach, clean points and clear around the
back end. We dosed them at 0.45mg/kg with sporidesmin last year with a
great result and will be upping it this year.

The Coopworth, RomWorth and Romney rams continue being tested
above 0.60mg/kg — Maintaining our FEGold status

This year's ram selling will look a little different, it will be
based out of the Wickham Hill Woolshed on Hihiroroa Road
South in Ngatapa. We are currently working through a new
layout and selling area which we hope will be completed in
time! We will allocate an appointment time for you to view
and select your rams again this year, if the date and time that
you are given could please be prioritised, but if it doesn’t suit
please get in touch asap, that would be greatly appreciated.

Directions to Wickham Hill Station - 233 Hihiroroa Road South,
Ngatapa, Gisborne:

30 minutes from Gisborne, at the Waipaoa River bridge
roundabout south of Gisborne, take the Wharekopae Road exit
and head north-west all the way to Hihiroroa Road, which is
situated just before the beautiful Eastwoodhill Arboretum.
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